
Lodge Involved in Summer Camp 
  

This year at summer camp, the 
lodge will be conducting tap-
outs on July 13th and 20th at 
the end of closing campfire. 
Below are other ways the 
lodge is involved in the 
summer camp program: 

 Opportunity to pay your 
dues. Dues are $12 if you 
are current in dues, if not 
they are $25 

 Patch Auction: Every 
Friday night starting at 
7:15pm following dinner, 
gather in front of the 
trading post porch and 
bid on some patches and 
other items that are up 
for sale. 

 Ice cream social:  Any 
members of the lodge 
can feel free to make 
their way to firelight 
pavilion immediately 
following campfire to 
enjoy some ice cream 
and fellowship. There 
will be a short meeting 
after the social to 
conduct nominations of 
officers and pass along 
important information. 

 Vigil Tap-out will be held 
July 20th following 
immediately after the 
regular tap-out.  Feel 
free to watch and see 
who has been selected to 
become new vigil honor  
members this year. 
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Upcoming Events 

• • • 

 NOAC: July 30-

August 4, 2018 

 Fall Ordeal: 

August: 10-12, 2018 

 Aqua Pow Wow: 

September 21-23, 

2018 

 Cub Scout Family 

Fun Camp: October 

13, 2018 

 Woodchuck 

Ordeal: October 19-

21, 2018 

 Family Banquet: 

November 11, 2018 

 Pow-Wow: 

February 15-17, 

2019 

 Chapter Weekend: 

April 19-21, 2019 

 Spring Ordeal: 

May 17-19, 2019 

 NE4B Conclave: 

June 7-9, 2019-

Hosting at 7 Mnts!! 



Cookbook Fundraiser for Conclave 2019 

By Jonathon Chester: It has long been said that if you 

go home from a lodge weekend hungry, you did 

something wrong. Known for their culinary excellence, 

the members of Monaken Lodge are proud to 

introduce the first ever Monaken Lodge cookbook! 

Experience a taste of the 7Mts. kitchen from the 

comfort of your own home. Featuring recipes 

submitted by your fellow Arrowmen, this cookbook 

includes everything from camp classics to personal 

favorites. All recipe submissions are welcome! Please 

do not hesitate to submit more than one recipe. See 

below for a link to the recipe submission page: 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1SvLD2oNL3oZbJQ

gAzwsN4xKOEcOjBe8cJC7911NO1_o/edit 

 

 

While the final cost is dependent on the total number 

of recipes submitted, we estimate a sale price of 

each cookbook to be around $15-20. Order one for 

yourself, or start your Christmas shopping a little early. 

Whether for friends or family, these cookbooks will 

make a great gift! Pre-orders and recipe submissions 

will be accepted through the end of summer, and we 

hope to have the books on hand for delivery by the 

Family Banquet in November. See below for a link to 

the pre-order form 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1lzIFI5Fktje2xfqstp

xrFWZZzlyIi2ZyDY3BZDuJLhU/edit 

 

Monaken Lodge is excited to host the Section NE-4B 

Conclave in June 2019. Proceeds from the 

cookbook sales will be used as a Conclave fundraiser 

to help offset the event's expenses. Please contact 

Bailey Hackenberry (hackenberryb@gmail.com) or  

Jon Chester (chessmanchester@gmail.com) for more 

details. 

National Order of the Arrow Conference 2018 

By Nathaniel McClain: Hello fellow brothers! My 

name is Nathaniel McClain and I am the 

youth leader of the Monaken Lodge 

contingent of five youth and four adults 

going to the 2018 National Order of the 

Arrow conference. This year’s NOAC 

will be taking place at Indiana 

University in Bloomington, IN on July 

30th through August 4th. We be 

learning skills that we can bring back to 

the lodge, expanding our horizons of 

what the world has to offer, patch 

trading (obviously,) and so much more! All five 

youth members will completing an escape room 

and two of our youth members will be 

participating in a The Amazing Race 

style competition, so wish us luck! We 

will be selling patches at the Fall Ordeal. 

The flaps will $5 and sets will  be $10. 

Fun fact - This is the 103rd year of the 

Order of the Arrow! Kind of cool since 

our lodge number is also 103! 

Contingent members can see Nathaniel 

McClain to pick their patches up at the 

camp open lodge meeting. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1SvLD2oNL3oZbJQgAzwsN4xKOEcOjBe8cJC7911NO1_o/edit
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1SvLD2oNL3oZbJQgAzwsN4xKOEcOjBe8cJC7911NO1_o/edit
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1lzIFI5Fktje2xfqstpxrFWZZzlyIi2ZyDY3BZDuJLhU/edit
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1lzIFI5Fktje2xfqstpxrFWZZzlyIi2ZyDY3BZDuJLhU/edit
mailto:hackenberryb@gmail.com
mailto:chessmanchester@gmail.com


Conclave 2018 Report 

By Zeb Smoyer - The 2018 NE-4B 

Conclave was June 8-10 

at  Heritage Reservation. In 

attendance were members of 

Wagion lodge, Allohak Menewi 

lodge, Kuskitannee Lodge, and 

Monaken Lodge. Arrowmen of 

the Wild West was the theme of 

this year's Conclave, and wild it 

was. The campfires on Friday 

and Saturday night showed off 

the western theme with country 

music karaoke, a quick draw 

contest, and stick horse race. 

Monaken lodge won the stick 

horse race with pro stick horse 

rider Nate Ripka. 

On Saturday morning Arrowmen 

had the chance to attend three 

of many training cells ranging 

from patch trading to wilderness 

survival.  Monaken lodge 

provided three training cells, one 

on leatherworking, one on 

primitive fire building, and one 

on the broken arrow ceremony. 

After lunch on Saturday different 

programs were available for 

Arrowmen. Between AIA, a 

shooting gallery, pickup games 

of frisbee, and other programs 

attendees had an afternoon of 

fun and games. The Section 

Cubclave, also held at camp 

Heritage June 9th, was a day of 

fun activities for Cub Scouts. 

At the annual Section business 

meeting on Sunday morning, the 

Section elected new Officers. 

The position of section secretary 

is currently vacant, however, 

with Ethan Mooney as  Section 

Chief and Braden Coffman as 

Section Vice Chief, the Section’s 

future looks bright. 

 

 If you missed out on the fun of 

the 2018 Conclave don't sweat it 

you have the opportunity to be 

part of the 2019 Conclave. The 

2019 Conclave will be held HERE 

at Seven Mountains June 7-9, 

2019.   So save the date, and I 

hope to see you there.  

  



Aqua Pow Wow 

My fellow brothers, it would be my 

pleasure as your Second Vice Chief to formally 

invite you, your fellow scouters, family, and 

friends to one of the biggest events of the year; 

Aquanushioni Pow Wow!  

The last Aquanushioni Pow Wow was 

held in 2016, so if you've been craving for another 

adventure, it's finally here, bigger and better than 

ever! As you explore Seven Mountains Scout 

Camp you'll venture into returning events such as 

Atlatl demonstrations and throwing, 

performances from the Kuskitannee Dance and 

Drum Team, and Native American Cooking. 

However, you won't want to miss activities like 

beadwork, flint knapping, shooting sports, and 

lakefront activities such as canoeing. 

The weekend cost is $23.00 which 

includes a tent-site, a one of a kind Aqua Pow 

Wow 2018 patch, meals supplied by a dedicated 

kitchen staff, and of course, all program areas! 

But if the weekend doesn't work, a day 

pass is available for $15.00 which includes the 

2018 Aqua Pow Wow patch, all program for the 

day, as well as lunch and dinner for the day. 

If your troop, pack, crew, or family would 

be interested in a cabin instead of a tent-site for the 

weekend, cabin rentals are available. Schedule 

with the council office at (717) 667 - 9236 to 

upgrade your camping plan at Aquanushioni 

Pow Wow!  

Please join us September 21 - 23 at Seven 

Mountains Scout Camp for an unforgettable 

weekend!  

To register go to: http://www.monaken.org/event-

registration/2018aquapowwow/  

If you have any questions you can contact: 

Zeb Smoyer at zsmoyer@earthlink.net, 

Brennan Malenovitch at 

Brennan.Malenovitch@scouting.org, 

or myself at maxengle2019@gmail.com 

I hope to see you there! Spread the news! 

 

Fall Ordeal and the Election of Next Year’s Officers 

Don’t miss out on all the fun and 

excitement at this year’s Fall Ordeal! The price is 

$16 for early registration, and $20 after that. For 

those taking their brotherhood it’ll be $33, and $36 

for anyone taking their ordeal. It will be held on 

August 10th-12th. Come up Friday night, check in 

and pay for the weekend in the dining hall, grab a 

bunk in one of the cabins and get ready for 

crackerbarrel and some evening activities. 

Saturday morning and afternoon will be spent 

doing cheerful service around the camp. After 

dinner, the ordeal and brotherhood ceremonies 

will take place, and then we will meet back in the 

dining hall for more evening activities and 

crackerbarrel.  

Sunday morning, following breakfast, we 

will be having chapter and lodge meetings. These 

meetings will be different than others as we will 

be holding the last round of nominations for and 

electing the new officers for the 2018-2019 term. If 

you have someone you’d like to have put into a 

certain position at the lodge or chapter level, come 

on out to the meeting and make sure to nominate 

them and vote for them.  

http://www.monaken.org/event-registration/2018aquapowwow/
http://www.monaken.org/event-registration/2018aquapowwow/
mailto:zsmoyer@earthlink.net
mailto:Brennan.Malenovitch@scouting.org
mailto:maxengle2019@gmail.com


Founders Award Nominee Bios 
The founders award is presented every year to one youth and one adult from the lodge, with no recipient 

being allowed to earn it more than once. At Spring Ordeal, the adults named three youth nominees while 

the youth selected three adult nominees. Below are the bios for those nominated to receive the Founders 

Award for this year. Elections will take place at fall ordeal to select the recipients of this award, with the 

results being announced at the family banquet in November. 

Youth Nominees: 

Zeb Smoyer:  

Hello everyone, I am honored to be nominated for this year’s Founder’s Award. My scouting career started when I 

was in grade school as a Cub Scout in Pack 35 in Bellefonte. I became a Boy Scout in 2012 when I joined Troop 34 in 

Bellefonte. By the spring of 2013 I was a First Class Scout and an enthusiastic member of Monaken Lodge. In my Troop 

I have served as Historian(2013), Quartermaster(2014), Assistant Senior Patrol Leader(2015-2017), Senior Patrol 

Leader(2017), and Chaplains aid(2018). In 2017 I was elected to the position of Senior Patrol Leader of the 2017 JVC 

Jamboree Contingent Troop 1307. 

 

I was the human foosball director for Cub Scout Day Camp at 7MC from 2013 to 2014. I was trained to be a counselor 

at 7MC over the summer of 2015, and was the Lakefront Assistant in 2016. I sealed my Brotherhood in the order in 

the spring of 2014. In the fall of 2015 and the fall of 2016 I was elected Vice Chief of Nittany Chapter.. As the Nittany 

Chapter Vice Chief I co-directed the 2017 Nittany District Spring Camporee and oversaw all Cub Scout activities. I was 

an elangomat for three years and part of the ceremony team for equally long. In 2017 I chose to run for a Lodge Office 

and was elected Lodge 1st Vice Chief. As the 1st Vice Chief, I organized the Cub Scout Discovery Day in 2017. Also in 

2017 I was selected for the Vigil honor.   

 

In addition to my First Vice Chief duties, I am also co-chair for this year's Aquanuchioni Pow Wow.  I completed the 

National Leadership Seminar in 2016, and have been a member of the Northeast Region Cub Task Force for the past 

two years. I was a member of the Section NE4B Council of Chief serving as their Section Banquet Chairman. 

 

Outside of scouting I am the Vice President and past Float Committee co-chairman for the Centre County 4-H Sheep 

Club. I have received the 2017 Dorothy Delaney Youth Shepherd Memorial Award. I’m an Honor Roll Student at 

Bellefonte Area High School where I have earned two varsity letters in swimming and a member of the Class Cabinet 

for the Class of 2019. This fall I’ll be a Senior at Bellefonte Area High School and an active member of the Lodge where 

I will continue to spread Brotherhood, Cheerfulness, and Service.  

 

Thank you again for the nomination of this year’s Founders Award. 

 

YIS 

Zeb Smoyer 

 

 

 



Dawlton Nelson:  

A bibliography reminds me of an obituary, at least the formatting does, very straight, to the point, and bland.  

I don’t think you can ever even try to sum up someone’s life in a little section of the newspaper, just as I can’t really 

sum up my scouting career in this “bibliography”.   I’m not going to write this as I’m speaking of myself as some “great 

qualified person,” but as a human being, and how much scouting has changed my life.  

To be nominated for the Founder’s Award for three consecutive years really tells me I am doing something 

right in this program, and I am very thankful to be considered as an outstanding youth in the Order of the Arrow.  

Honestly though, I don’t need to be reminded of my status.   The people I have met and talked to have been a great 

reminder of that. 

 Through my thirteen years of scouting, I have had some of the most amazing opportunities and met some 

of the greatest people along with some very difficult hardships.  But as I recall, we don’t participate or dedicate our 

lives to things that are easy.  We as scouters participate because of the memories we make and people we encounter.   

I joined the Cub Scout program in 2004 by my elementary school, Brady Henderson because it was the “cool” 

thing to do as well as it gave me an escape. Pack 204 gave me the opportunity to act as a 6-year-old boy and play 

with kids my age.  As time went on, one friend at a time dropped out of the program and as one of the only Webelo’s 

left, I was ready to take my scouting career to the next level.  I remember feeling the excitement of becoming a Boy 

Scout of America and being able to move to the next room.   

Troop 204 welcomed me with open arms especially the scoutmaster, Jesse Helsel, an amazing man and a 

Purple Heart Veteran of the Vietnam War.  Along with Jesse, was Randy Crownover, a National Guard Veteran.  At 

this point, I couldn’t have told you how much I would have looked up to these men over the next several years.  Their 

influence has made me the man I am today along with some others.  

In the Spring of 2012, I was inducted into the Order of the Arrow and the following summer I became an 

ordeal member.  This is where the scouting bug bit me.  Over the next 6 years I would not miss a scouting event for 

anything.  I was fully submerged in the program, of all things Scouting.  I started taking up leadership positions in my 

troop, OA, and at school.  Scouting become a priority, a love, and a way of life.  Enough to the point where I would 

miss my great grandmother’s funeral for the Klondike Derby because “my troop needed me” and “I already 

committed to it,” which were the things I said to my grandmother. 

In my troop I held every position at one point or another.  In Order of the Arrow I would become treasure, 1st 

Vice Chief, Ceremonies chairman for two years, and from 2017-2018 Vigil Chairman.  I would also help in the kitchen 

when I could.  For two years I played the role of Kitchkinet in the ceremonies.  I would also become a Brotherhood 

member as soon as I was eligible and later, Vigil. My Vigil name in Lenape is Achewon Chauwalanne Achgeketum and 

translates to “Strong Spirited Eagle Who Teaches”. 

 On the 16th of December 2015, I would have nailed the plaque on my Eagle Scout project finishing it by 

dedicating it to Randy Crownover, who abruptly passed. My 16x14 foot cooking pavilion that houses the Lion’s Club 

annual bean soup for the community can still be found in Millcreek. This is something my troop has helped with for 

as long as I can remember. The following April I would officially earn the rank of Eagle Scout with 36 merit badges 

and later, 3 palms.  

 I became a stronger leader in high school thanks to scouting.  I would become super involved in many clubs 

and extra-curricular activities such as:  CHAMP (3 years), Key Club (1 year), Principal’s Board (3 years), Student Council 



(2 years), Envirothon (4 years), art club (3 years ), Bells and Beaus Choir (3 years), Chamber Singers (4 years), Class 

Officer (2 years), 4 Musicals, Sound and Light Technician (2 years), American Red Cross Blood Drives ( 2 years), Youth 

Group at the CMA Church (3 years) and more.   My senior year alone, I was President of my class and President of 

Student Council.  

CHAMP is a very important part of my “book,” if you will.  CHAMP stands for Creating Hope and Making 

Progress.  It is an organization I help found in Huntingdon County that allows the four rivalry schools to come together 

and raise money for their classmates with cancer and other medical problems.   As Captain for three years, along with 

representatives from the other three schools, we helped raise over $60,000 for childhood cancer.   

Between the years of 2013 and 2016 I would serve on Seven Mountains Summer Camp Staff. Here, I grew 

another family and support system and some of my greatest friends.  I could have been found at the nature lodge 

where I might have been holding a 6-foot black snake, kissing a snapping turtle on the nose, or realizing my love for 

teaching.  During summer camp, I would usually play the role as one of the Native Americans for the tap out 

ceremonies.   I was the camp chief in the summer of 2016. In 2015, I had the privilege of taking 2 big scouting related 

trips to the National High Adventure Camp of Sea Base and the 100th year of OA at NOAC.   Some of my favorite 

memories were, playing Risk all night at NOAC, or eating fresh Florida oranges while watching the sun go down and 

troll fishing on the back of our sailboat at Sea Base.  

In the summer of 2017, I had yet another scouting related opportunity.  I was the Juniata Valley Council 3rd 

Assistant Scoutmaster for the 2017 National Jamboree.  It’s funny because it was my first time growing out my beard.  

I wanted to assert some kind of manly mature dominance over the scouts I grew up around and taught merit badges 

to so that they would respect me an authoritative figure.  I remember everyday wishing it would last forever. 

Today, I am saddened to say I have broken my continuous streak of attending all scouting events but this just 

for a different chapter in my life.  My first year at Washington & Jefferson College has opened many new doors and 

has given me opportunities like, living a month in Cambodia, studying ecotourism or getting an internship with the 

National Forest Service studying White Ash trees and Emerald Ash Bore in a national study.   I also currently hold the 

title of Resident Assistant for the 2018-2019 academic year along with being the President of the Green Club.   

 This is not the end of my scouting career.   My first semester at college, I became an Assistant Scoutmaster 

with Troop 1315 of Washington, PA.  I now have the ability to help shape 25 boys into young men, as was done for 

me.  I get to watch them grow and develop like Jesse, Randy, and my father had done with me.  I get to help them 

learn basic outdoor skills, grow in life knowledge, and eventually work up to earn the rank of Eagle. 

Scouting has made me what some (if not most) call an over achiever. I like to think of it as a go-getter kind of 

mentality. Throughout my years in the scouting program I have learned how to care and talk to people. At one point, 

I would like to think my first aid skills learned in scouting help me save someone’s life. Scouting has made me 

dedicated to a higher purpose and to serve my fellow men and yet, love unconditionally. To learn when to talk is 

probably when of the more developed skills I learned, Einstein once said, "Any intelligent fool can make things bigger 

and more complex... It takes a touch of genius --- and a lot of courage to move in the opposite direction.” I would like 

to I like to take things in the opposite direction. But when its all said and done, I can’t help but think where did the 

time go?  I can’t help but think of the memories I have made or the people I’ve met.  And I surely can’t help but think 

of how much this organization has help shape my character.  

Yours in brotherhood, 

Founder’s Award Nominee- Dawlton C. Nelson 



Bailey Hackenberry: 

Hello All:  

I’m Bailey Hackenberry, and I would first like to thank everyone for nominating me again for this year’s 

founder’s award; it’s always a great honor for the 3 young men who are nominated. When I first joined 

scouting in October of 2010, I joined Troop 124 out of Licking Creek. I went to the scout meetings regularly 

and went home each week to work on rank requirements and quickly ranked up the first few scout ranks. 

One of my favorite Scout activities, much like many of you I’m sure, was always camping. It didn’t matter 

where or when but I wanted to go camping with the troop. My first summer as a scout, I attended 7MC in 

the Netami program as well as earned my first merit badge (leatherworking) and my second summer, I took 

a full course load of merit badges. After about 3 years of being a very young and boisterous scout, I was 

fortunate enough to have the chance to go to Philmont Scout Ranch during the summer of 2013 in my third 

summer of being involved in the scouting program. 2013 was also the year that I was elected into the OA; I 

took my ordeal in the spring. That same year, I was elected as Shawnee Chapter’s vice chief with Zach 

Bonson as Chief. I stayed active in the troop and Lodge going into the summer of 2014, when I got my first 

high school job: 7MC. My first summer at 7MC, I worked in the kitchen as the Assistant Dining Hall Steward. 

This was also the year that I was elected into my first term as Shawnee Chapter Chief and took my 

brotherhood a year after taking my ordeal. My second year at 7MC, I stepped into the role of Scoutcraft 

Assistant; later this year, I was elected into my second term as Shawnee Chapter chief. This year was also 

the year that our lodge hosted Conclave; I acted as vice chairman, with Jon Chester as chairman. Together, 

we planned and oversaw a successful Centennial Conclave. I also was fortunate enough to be able to attend 

NOAC in 2015 at Michigan State University. The next year, I was in my third year of 7MC staff and I 

returned as Scoutcraft Assistant. Before I could go to 7MC for the summer, I needed to complete my Eagle 

Scout Project. For my project, I built a pavilion at the Central Juniata Park Pool (a local community 

swimming pool). It was a race against the clock, as it needed to be completed before the school opened for 

the summer. During this summer, the summer of 2016, I (or rather Bailey “Jenson”, instead of Bailey 

Hackenberry) was tapped out for vigil. This was my final summer as a youth in Scouting, so I finished up 

the last of my merit badges while at 7MC. That year, at fall ordeal, I completed my vigil ordeal and was 

elected as Lodge second vice chief. When I got home that Sunday evening, I had my Eagle Board of Review 

and became an Eagle Scout on August 21, 2016. That same September I aged out and became an assistant 

scoutmaster in my troop. The past couple years as an assistant have been a different; however, just as 

enlightening experience as the first 6 years of my scouting career. I was appointed Conclave chairman for 

the current lodge year although I informed the Chief and lodge advisor that I could not be in attendance 

due to prior troop commitments, they still wanted me for the job. I planned everything I could plan and 

delegated the weekend responsibilities and the result was a successful event, which also resulted in the 

cheapest per delegate conclave in years. The reason that I couldn’t make it to Conclave is that I had made a 

commitment to my troop to be a leader at Philmont (a lot of people forget after service to the council and 

lodge; however, the troop still comes first). Seven days before we were supposed to fly out to go to Philmont, 

they close their doors due to wildfires. I didn’t want to waste everyone’s time, effort, and money, so I 

planned an entire 12-day trip through Colorado in less than 3 days while also working all day. The boys 



could go if they wanted to, but weren’t required to attend. We had an amazing trip that made memories 

that will last a lifetime. Now that I’m an assistant Scoutmaster, I’ve come to realize how much leaders do 

for the youth in the troop/lodge/council, and I’m pleased to say that I look forward to being involved in 

scouting as long as I am able, wherever life takes me, so I can help those that come after me just as those 

who came before me where there to help me. Thank you all again for your nomination for this year’s 

founders award. 

Best,  

Bailey N. Hackenberry 

 

Adult Nominees: 

Brenda Harrison:  

Brenda Harrison has been involved in Boy Scouts since 2001. She was a den leader and Webelos leader for her 

youngest son while he was in Cub Scout Pack 352 from 2001 to 2006. 

 She was a Troop Committee Member from 2003 to 2009 in Troop 353. She went to Philmont, completed 

Wood Badge and completed her Ordeal in 2007. Brenda worked on the kitchen staff at Seven Mountains Scout Camp 

in the summer of 2008. She had two sons earn Eagle Scout in Troop 353 in 2007 and 2009. 

 She was an Assistant Scout Master from 2009 to 2015 in Troop 50. She completed her Brotherhood in 2010. 

Her third son completed his Eagle Scout in 2013. 

 She is an Assistant Scout Master in Troop 34 since 2015. She is a Committee Member with Venture Crew 325 

since 2016. She was fortunate enough to receive Vigil Honor in 2017. She can be found in the kitchen on OA weekends. 

She was elected to the Adult Advisor Position for the Nittany Chapter in 2017. 

 Brenda works for the Army Corps of Engineers, Baltimore District in State College. She is a Eucharistic Minister 

at St. Johns the Evangelist Catholic Church in Bellefonte. She is on the South Hills School of Business & Technology 

Administrative Professionals Advisory Board. 

 

Dan Swarm:  

Dear Brothers, 

I started my scouting career when my sons began Cub Scouts. Ryan started as a Tiger and Jack was a Wolf. I became 

Jack’s den leader when he became a Bear and continued until he crossed over to Boy Scouts. 

I entered Boy Scouts as an Assistant Scout Master and am currently a Committee Member and Equipment 

Coordinator. 

I took my Ordeal at Spring Ordeal 2014, attended Conclave that summer, then NOAC 2015. 

I obtained Brotherhood fall of 2015 became Elangomat Adviser October 2015 to present. 

YIS 

Dan Swarm 



Bob Rhoads: 

I am honored to be nominated for this year’s Founders Award. My scouting career started in 1943 as a cub 

scout in Pack 20 in Centre Hall. I then became a boy scout in 1946 with Troop 20, earning my Eagle in 1952. 

I enlisted and served in the Air Force for 7 years, and rejoined scouting in 1958 with Troop 45 in Milesburg, 

serving in both the scoutmaster and assistant scoutmaster positions. I now serve as the chartered 

organization representative for both Troop and Pack 45, receiving the Nittany District Merit Award in 2006. 

My trip through the OA has been great, becoming an Ordeal member in 1949, Brotherhood in 1951, and 

being elected to receive the Vigil honor in 1971. I have participated in many activities at 7 Mountains Scout 

Camp and many projects, working in the kitchen for many of the OA weekends. I now enjoy spending time 

with my grandsons and their scouting activities, as well as being involved with the 4-H Horse Club, 

American Quarter Horse Association, and our United Methodist Church. I have served over 70 years in 

scouting, and hope to continue for many more years, including OA events. Thank you again for nominating 

me for this year’s Founders Award.  

 

 

Message From NittanyChapter 
Hello Monaken Lodge,  

        Nittany Chapter has been doing a lot recently, we had completed a service project at the Union 

Cemetery in Bellefonte where we put flags on the tombstones of veterans. We also started a pre-order for 

chapter apparel. If you wanted something and didn’t get it don’t worry, we will be accepting pre-orders 

up until the Fall Ordeal. We plan on having the clothes by Woodchuck Weekend to hand out. Those of 

you in the chapter can also look forwards to a Chapter Fellowship Day sometime in the future. We are 

also looking into selling OA bolos. Finally, the elections for the chapter leadership will be during the Fall 

Ordeal, so I urge everyone from every chapter comes to the weekend and votes!  

Yours in Service,  

Jack Swarm, Nittany Chapter Chief 

 

 



Chief’s Minutes 
Chief: Brothers! 

As this will be my final published Chief's Minute, I wanted to use this as an opportunity to thank you all 

for being a part of my Scouting career, and for all the support I've received along the way. Scouting and 

the Order of the Arrow have given me innumerable opportunities, not only to build my leadership and 

communication skills, but also, to have fun and fellowship with each and every one of you. For that, the 

experiences I've had, and the friendships I've made, I will forever be indebted to this organization, that 

has shaped me into the man that I've become. Thank you all so much for being part of this journey, I 

wouldn't have wanted to serve alongside anyone else. 

Yours in Service, Always 

Nathan Ripka 

Monaken Lodge Chief 


